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James Watson Webb was born in Clavarack, New York,
February 8, 1802, and died in June, 1884. He was educated in
Cooperstown, entered the army in 1819, and remained in the
service until 1827, when he resigned and became editor of the
New York Courier^ afterwards known as the Courier and Enquirer,
To expedite the business of reporting, Mr. Webb established a
daily horse express between New York and Washington, with
relays of horses every six miles of the way, This cost him
$7,500.00 a month, but enabled him to obtain news twenty-four
hours before his rivals. He was minister to Brazil and author of
several books.

TO PAUL FENIMORE COOPER, GENEVA, NEW YORK

Flail, Cooperstown, Nov. 2ist, 1841
My dear Boy,

As you and your dear sisters will feel anxious to hear
the accounts of the Fonda campaign, I now send the
"bulletin."

We found Mr. Webb at Fonda, but no Mr. Weed.
All three of the causes were called, within an hour after
the opening of the Court. An attorney appeared for Mr.
Weed to say that his counsel would certainly arrive in
the next car, that Mr. Weed's daughter was very ill, but
that he had promised to come up in the next train, etc.
Under the circumstances, I consented to wait till next
clay. Next day no Weed, and no Jordan. Satisfied that all
this delay was to allow the friends of Weed and Webb
to work out of doors, and being distinctly told that sev-
eral prominent Whigs were active, and had come to
Fonda with no other cause than to help their editors, we
insisted on going on. We took an inquest against Weed,
which implies that he made no defense. You will judge
of the jury, when I tell you that three Whigs on thisdeclined ad"
